GENERAL SUBJECT:
THE NEW TESTAMENT MINISTRY

Message One

HoBso3aBeTHOe cnyxeHue —
CJIy’K€HHue Z[yxa, C/Iy’ K€HHE NIPpAaBeJHOCTH U C/IY’ KEHUE IPUMHPEHUA, KOTOpOoe NPpUuBOoAUT HAC B HOBOe
oXusneHue

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 3:6-9; 5:18-20

I.The New Testament ministry is the ministry of the Spirit as the high peak of the divine
revelation to bring us into a new revival—2 Cor. 3:6-8; Rev. 22:17a; Hab. 3:2:

A.  The contents of God’s economy involve both the Triune God being processed and consum-
mated and His chosen and redeemed people being processed and consummated.

B.  First, the Triune God was processed by becoming a man (John 1:14) to pass through human
living, an all-inclusive death, and an all-surpassing resurrection to become the life-giving Spirit (1
Cor. 15:45b), the consummated Spirit.

B. Then when this wonderful consummated Spirit enters into God’s chosen and redeemed
people, they begin to pass through a wonderful process of becoming God in life and nature but not
in the Godhead.

[ This process begins with regeneration and continues with sanctification, renewing, trans-
formation, conformation, and glorification until they are consummated to be the bride of Christ.

J.  Thus, at the end of the Bible there is a marvelous couple—the processed and consummated
Triune God as “the Spirit” married to the processed and consummated tripartite church as “the
bride”—Rev. 22:17a.

E. This is the ultimate consummation of God becoming a man that man might become God in life
and nature but not in the Godhead so that God and man can be an eternal couple, a pair of lovers
of the same kind, who are united, mingled, and incorporated together as one entity for eternity for
the full expression of the Triune God in this universe.

K. The Spirit with our spirit is the secret of all the experiences of organic salvation, which is our
deification and bride beautification—Eph. 5:25-27:

1. Topoxparomuii [lyx B HallleM Ayxe, KOTOPbII 0>KUBJIEH XpUCTOM, BO3POXKJAeT Hac, jlaBas
HaM BJIaCTb ObITh AeTbMU boxkbuMu, poxxaéHHbIMU 0T bora —John 1:12-13; 3:6; Titus 3:5.

2. Ocpswatouyii Jlyx u3 Hallero ayxa, KOTOpPbI MJeHEéH XpUCTOM, OcBsillaeT Hac boxben
NpUPOJOH, Alesiast Hac CBATbIMU AJis bora —Rom. 6:19, 22; Eph. 5:26.

3. O6HoBaswmui /lyx B HallleM JiyXe, B KOTOPOM o06UTaeT XpUCTOC, 0OHOBJISIET HAC, YTOOBI
Mbl 06JIEKJIMCh B HOBOTO YeJIOBEKa MOCPEeJCTBOM COKpylleHUs kKpecta— Rom. 12:2; Eph.
4:23-24; 2 Cor. 4:16-18.

4. llpeo6paszoBbiBawomuid Jlyx B HallleM [yXe, KOTOPbIA HamoJIHEH XpHUCTOM,
npeo6pa30BbLIBaET HAC B C/IaBHbIN 06pa3 XpucTa s Ero BeipaxkeHus —3:15-18.

5. IlpuBoasamuii k 3pesioctd Jlyx B HallleM [Ayxe, KOTOpbIH ob6GoraméH Xpucrow,
coobpa3oBbIBaeT Hac c obpasoM Xpucrta, nepBopogHoro CeiHa Boxbero, siBasioLierocs
o6pasuoMm g boxkbux ceiHoBeii— Col. 1:28; Eph. 4:13; Rom. 8:28-29.

6. CraBamuil mnevyath Jlyx B HalleM [Ayxe, KOTOpPbIA JIMKyeT 6Jiarojaps XpUCTY,
NpONUTHIBaeT Hac boxbel c1aBoil M NPUBOAUT HAC B Heé /151 Hallero npocaasaeHus —Eph.
4:30; Heb. 2:10; Phil. 3:20-21.

7. In addition to this, we need to see and experience the secret of God’s intensified salvation;
the intensified Spirit in our spirit, drawn by the Lamb, motivates us to overcome the
degradation of the church for the Body of Christ to consummate the New Jerusalem—Rev. 1:4;
3:1; 4:5; 5:6; 2:7; 1:10; 19:7-9; 21:2.



II. The ministry of the New Testament is the ministry of righteousness, which is the living out
and genuine expression of Christ, the God-man living, to bring us into a new revival—2 Cor.
3:9; Rom. 5:18, 21:

A.  Xpucroc sBasieTcs AJ151 BEPYOIUX [IpaBeHOCTbIO B BYX acleKTax:

1. XpwucToc aBjseTcsa Halled 00'b€KTUBHOW MPaBEeJHOCTbIO, YTOObI Mbl OBLIU OMpPAaB/AAHbI
nepen borom Bo BpeMs Hallero nokasgHus K bory u yBepoBanus B Xpucrta— 3:24-26; Acts
13:39; Gal. 3:24b, 27.

2. XpUCTOC TaKXe fBJseTCAd Halled CyO'beKTHBHOW INpPaBeLHOCTbIO, TO eCTb SIBJeHUEeM
XpucTa Hallel XU3HbI0 U Ero NoJJINHHBIM BbIpaXKeHUEeM; 3TO IPeBO3HECEHHOE COCTOSIHUE, B
KOTOpPOM MbI BbIpaxkaeM bora, *kuBs Xpucrta —Phil. 3:9; 1:21a.

B. [I[poo6pa3oM 3THUX ABYyX aCIEKTOB MPaBeJHOCTH CAYKAT ABe 0Jiex/1bl Lapuibl B [1c. 45:13-14:

1 . [lepBasa ofexJa COOTBETCTBYyeT 06'beKTUBHOUN NpaBeJHOCTH, NpeJHa3HAa4eHHON [Js1 Hallero

craceHus1 — «eé ofiexk/Ja — TKaHas paboTa, OTAe/laHHast 30J1I0TOM» — CT. 13b:

a. ITo o603HavYaeT XpUCTa, KOTOPLIH NoJBeprcs paboTe Yepe3 MHOTUeE CTPaZlaHUA U Yepe3 CMePThb

Y BOCKpeceHHe, CTaB NpaBeJJHOCTbIO LIePKBH, Y[ 0BJETBOPAOILEN NpaBeJHble TpeboBaHUus bora,

6s1aroZiapsl KOTOpPOH 1lepKoBb onpaBAaHa nepea borom — 1 Kop. 1:30; JIk. 15:22; Uep. 23:6.

6. To, 4To OHa NOKpbITA 30JI0TOM, 0003HAYaeT TO, UYTO LEepKOBb NpPeACTAaéT B 60KeCTBEHHOU

npupoge — Ilc. 45:95; 2 IleT. 1:4.

2 . Bropas ozex/ia COOTBETCTBYeT CyO'beKTUBHBIM IIpaBeHOCTSAM, IpeJiHa3HauYeHHbIM JJ1S1 Hallel

nob6e/ibl, — «oHa OyZeT oTBeieHa K Llapto B BeilinTOM ofiesHun» — [lc. 45:144A; cp. OTk. 19:8; Md.

22:11-12:

a. [lobexxparomue Bepyloliue — 3TO COBOKyINHas Liapulia XpUCTa; OHUM NPUHUMAIOT XpUCTa Kak

CBOIO LJAPCTBEHHYI0 00UTeJIb, 6J1arofapsi YeMy OHU MOTYT ObITb HalZieHbl B XpucTe U OH MOxeT

CTaTh UX Cy6O'beKTUBHOU npaBeHOCTbIO — [lc. 45:13A; UH. 15:4A.

6. JTa BTOpas, BbIIIATAs OJeX/Ja, NOKpbIBalolllasa eé KaKk BTOPOU CJ0H, 03HA4aeT, YTO L1ePKOBb

O6yfeT npuBeJleHa K XpUCTy BO BpeMs HUX Opaka, oJieTas B NpaBeJHOCTH CBSTHIX, YTOOBI

y/I0BJIE€TBOPUTH TpeboBaHUs XpUcTa /i ux 6paka — OTk. 19:8.

B. BpuuuTol ofexaoil ABAseTCs CyObeKTUBHBIA XpHUCTOC, KOTOPbIM «BIJIETAETCS» B HaLl

XapakTep, «BbIIIMBAETCA» B HallleM CYLeCTBe, YTOObI ObITh Hallel NpaBeJHOCTbIO, KOTOPYI0 MbI

sIBJIsSIeM CBO€eH KU3HBIO.

r. JTa BbIIIMBKA 0603HayaeT Npeobpa3oBaTeibHyI0 paboTy CBsToro /lyxa, KOTOpbIH eHb 3a JHEM

paboTaeT, CTEXOK 3a CTEXKOM BbILIMBasi B Hac XpucTa, 4yTo6bl OH cTaj Halleill cBajebGHOMN

OJleXK /0.

I. JerpagupoBaBlieil BOCCTAHOBJEHHOHN LIEPKBU HYXXHO 3allJIaATUTh HEOOXOAUMYIO LIeHY U KUTb
XpucTa Kak CBOW CyObeKTUBHYIO MNpaBeJHOCTb, YTOObl OHa ObLia ofeTa B XpHUCTa Kak
noBeJieHUe, KoTopoe ofo6pseTrcs borom — 3:18.B.  In order to be awarded with Christ as our
crown of righteousness in the next age, we must experience and enjoy Him as our subjective,
lived-out righteousness in this age—Phil. 3:9.

[ The ministry of righteousness culminates in the New Jerusalem as “the city of righteousness”
(Isa. 1:26) dwelling in the “new heavens and a new earth” (2 Pet. 3:13).

III. The New Testament ministry is the ministry of reconciliation, the intrinsic significance of
which is shepherding according to God, to bring us into a new revival—2 Cor. 5:18-20:

A.  The ministry of reconciliation brings us from the outer court into the Holy of Holies, to which
Christ as the great Shepherd guides us on the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake so that we
may dwell in the house of the Lord, the sanctuary of God (Christ, the church, our spirit, and the
New Jerusalem), for the length of our days—Psa. 23:3, 6; 73:17; 77:13; John 1:14; 2:21; 1 Tim.
3:15-16; Eph. 2:22; Rev. 21:2-3, 22.



B. Because the apostle Paul had been fully reconciled to God, he was qualified to be an am-
bassador of Christ, representing Christ to shepherd people into Christ; as an ambassador of Christ,
Paul was “the acting God”—2 Cor. 5:18-20; 1:3-4, 12; 2:10; 11:2.

B.  First Peter 5:1-2 says that we need to shepherd people according to God; according to God
means that we are one with God and become God in His four attributes of love, light, holiness, and
righteousness; we must shepherd the young ones, the weak ones, and the backsliding ones fully
into God according to these four attributes.

[ The ambassadors of Christ carry out the ministry of reconciliation; the ministry of recon-
ciliation is not only to bring sinners back to God but also to bring the believers into God and to
make them absolutely one with Him—2 Cor. 5:18-20.

.  The extent to which we can bring others to God is always measured by where we are with
respect to God; the more we are in Him, the more we can reconcile others into Him; Paul could
charge the believers to “come forward” (not “go forward”) to the Holy of Holies because he was a
person in the Holy of Holies—12:2a; 5:20; Heb. 10:22:

1.  If we have the ability to carry on a work but lack an intimate concern, our work will be
fruitless; our not having the loving and forgiving heart of our Father God and the shepherding
and seeking spirit of our Savior Christ is the reason for our barrenness—Luke 15; cf. 1 Cor.
12:31b; 2 Tim. 1:7; Philem. 9-12.

2. How fruitful we are does not depend upon what we are able to do but on whether or not
we have an intimate concern; a ministering life is a life that warms up others by cherishing
them in the humanity of Jesus to nourish them in the divinity of Christ with the riches of
Christ—2 Cor. 12:15; 1 Cor. 9:22; Matt. 9:12.

3.  Paul shepherded the saints as a nursing mother and an exhorting father; he came down to
the weak ones’ level so that he could gain them—1 Thes. 2:7-8, 11-12; Acts 20:19-20, 27, 31; 2
Cor. 11:28-29; 1 Cor. 9:22; cf. Matt. 12:20.

E. We need Christ’s shepherding to usher us into the Holy of Holies to live with God in our spirit
so that we can shepherd others into the Holy of Holies to make them persons in the spirit—1 Cor.
2:15; 6:17:

1. The reality of the Body of Christ is a living in the mingled spirit, which is the dwelling
place of God, the house of God, today’s Bethel, the gate of heaven, and the Holy of Holies—Eph.
2:22; Gen. 28:12-17; John 1:51; Heb. 9:3-4; 10:19-22.

2.  The reality of the Body of Christ is the sum total of all the new persons within all of us (our
inner man being our new person); we need to pray to be strengthened with power into the
inner man for the reality of the Body of Christ as the inner experience of the indwelling Christ
as life for God’s glory in the church—Eph. 3:16-21.

K. Inthe New Jerusalem as the ultimate and eternal Holy of Holies (Rev. 21:16), “the Lamb who is
in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and guide them to springs of waters of life” (7:17).
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