Joshua, Judges, Ruth Training  – Week 7
Morning Watch              God’s Raising Up of Deborah as a Judge of Israel and as a Mother in Israel Who Practiced the Female Submission to the 
                                          Man in Order to Keep God’s Ordination and Bring All of Israel into a Proper Order under God’s Kingship and Headship.    Oct. 11–Oct. 17 2021
Monday 10/11
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_15542304083][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_3060950723][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_32997931743][bookmark: __DdeLink__664_15542304082][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_3060950722][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_32997931742]Related Verses
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Rom. 14:9
9 For Christ died and lived again for this, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
Matt. 1:1
1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
Gal. 3:14
14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
John 1:49
49 Nathanael answered Him, Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel. 
Phil. 2:9-11
9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 
10 That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
2 Cor. 4:5
5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. 
Rom. 14:8
8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord, and whether we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore whether we live or we die, we are the Lord's. 

Related Reading
[In the New Testament the gospel is] presented first with these words: “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near” (Matt. 4:17). This indicates that the gospel is presented first not in the way of life, as in John, but in the way of the kingdom, as in Matthew. The reason for this is that there is the need of a kingdom, a realm, a sphere, for God to exercise Himself to give us His all-inclusive being. Even in John, the Gospel of life, we are told that if we are not regenerated, we cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:3, 5). There is the need of a kingdom so that God can exercise Himself to dispense Himself into us as our life blessing. Therefore, in the gospel we receive Jesus Christ first not as life but as the King. 
If we do not repent and receive the Lord as the King-Savior [Matthew], we cannot have Him as the Slave-Savior [Mark], the Man-Savior [Luke], and the God-Savior [John]. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2758) 
---
We need to repent not only because we are sinful but also because we are rebellious. We are even enemies of God. We need to repent of our rebellion....If we did not rebel, we could not sin. Because we are rebels, we need to repent and receive Christ as our authority, as our Sovereign and King, that He may rule in us and over us in God’s kingdom. This is the reason that in Matthew 1:1 Christ is presented first not as the Son of Abraham for the blessing but as the Son of David for the kingdom. 
Once there is the kingdom, the kingdom becomes the realm, the sphere, for God to exercise Himself to bless us....We may not realize that the blessing requires a sphere of God’s authority, a sphere under God’s administration. Without such a sphere, there is no way for God to come in to bless us. If we are not under God’s administration, receiving Him as our Sovereign, there is no way for Him to bless us. Therefore, in our experience our Savior, Jesus Christ, must first be the Son of David for the kingdom and then the Son of Abraham for the blessing. 
To receive Him as the Son of David is to recognize His kingly status and to realize that we should be under His kingship and sovereignty. He comes to us not merely as the Savior but as the King-Savior. If He is not the King to us, He cannot be our Savior. If we are not under His authority, His administration, we cannot be saved. Salvation comes to us under His administration, under His kingship. If we say, “O Lord Jesus, I take You as my King,” we will be saved to the uttermost. 
If we have Christ as the Son of David, the greater Solomon, we will also have Him as the Son of Abraham, the real Isaac. This means that if we have the kingdom, we will also have the blessing. This is the blessing of life, the blessing of the processed Triune God consummated as the all-inclusive Spirit. Many of us can testify that by receiving Christ as our King we enjoy the processed Triune God as our blessing. The more we are under the Lord’s ruling, the more we enjoy the Triune God as our blessing. 
Matthew 28:19 speaks of the believers’ being baptized into the Triune God—into the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. This is the enjoyment of the Triune God. As the Son of David and the Son of Abraham, Christ brings us into the Triune God. As long as we have the Son of David and the Son of Abraham, we have the Triune God, and we are in the Triune God. This is the divine blessing in the divine kingdom. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2758-2759) 

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 265; Life-study of Philippians, msg. 7; CWWN, vol. 7, pp. 1191-1196 
Corporate Reading of “The History of God in His Union with Man” Chapter 8 – Sections: Prohibited by God from Going Down to Egypt; Becoming Rich and Continuing to Grow Richer; God Appearing to Him Again and Promising Him; God Making Him an Heir; Working On Jacob With Joseph; Having Loved and Chosen Him; Raising Him as an Heir to Abraham and to Isaac

Tuesday  10/12
Related Verses
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1 Cor. 11:3, 10, 12
3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
10 Therefore the woman ought to have a sign of submission to authority on her head for the sake of the angels. 
12 For just as the woman is out from the man, so also is the man through the woman; but all things are out from God. 
Eph. 5:8, 17, 20-21, 23-24, 33
8 For you were once darkness but are now light in the Lord; walk as children of light 
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
20 Giving thanks at all times for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to our God and Father, 
21 Being subject to one another in the fear of Christ: 
23 For a husband is head of the wife as also Christ is Head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the Body. 
24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also let the wives be subject to their husbands in everything. 
33 Nevertheless you also, each one of you, in the same way love your own wife as yourself; and the wife should fear her husband. 

Related Reading
Prior to the history recorded in Judges 3:7 through 5:31, the people of Israel had never had a female leader. Then, suddenly, God raised up a female, Deborah, as a judge of Israel. Regarding this, we need to realize that in the Bible, whenever God does something which stands out as being extraordinary, it is very significant. It indicates, first, man’s failure, and then, God’s excellent act. At the time of Judges 4, all the men of Israel had failed, so God raised up a woman. That raising up of a female changed the entire condition of Israel. 
In the Bible a proper female indicates one who is in submission to God, one who keeps God’s ordination. This is the position that Israel should have taken before God, but the situation in Israel had become fully abnormal. The men had left their position before Jehovah. Hence, Israel violated God’s ordination, leaving her position as God’s wife and forsaking Him for hundreds of idols. (Life-study of Judges, p. 15) 
---
When Moses was being called by God to lead Israel According to God’s creation, Deborah was a very capable person. By reading her song in Judges 5, we can see that she was full of ability, capacity, insight, and foresight. But such an excellent person was very submissive. God made her the leader, yet she kept the proper order and took Barak as her covering (4:6-9). She realized that she needed a man to be her covering....When she took this kind of standing, the whole nation became different. In their miserable situation no one would take the lead to fight for Jehovah’s interest, and no one would be willing to follow. But when this excellent, extraordinary woman took the lead to practice the female submission to the man, the entire country came into the proper order. Everyone returned to his or her proper position. Thus Deborah could say in her song, “Then a remnant of the nobles went down; / The people of Jehovah went down with me against the mighty” (5:13). All the leaders took the lead, and all the people followed; the army was formed. At first, only some of the people followed, but eventually they all followed. From this we see that the entire country came into an excellent order, assuming the proper position before Jehovah. (Life-study of Judges, pp. 15-16) 
A Nazarite must deal with the rebellion in his nature. Thank God that we were created with an abundance of hair on our head, indicating that we are under authority. I can testify that it is a great blessing to be under someone, some thing, or some environment. 
It is a blessing to be under someone or some thing. It is even a blessing to be severely limited. I thank the Lord that from the day I came into the recovery, the Lord put me under someone, some thing, or some environment. 
Today some are teaching that it is not necessary for believers to submit to a deputy authority, that believers should not be under anyone. This erroneous teaching is very damaging. First, it is damaging to those who teach in this way, and then it is damaging to the ones who receive such a teaching. Those who accept the teaching that the believers should not submit to deputy authority will be spoiled by this teaching. Some may even be spoiled without remedy in their youth. Therefore, it is a serious matter to teach that we should not submit to deputy authority, and it is also a serious matter to receive this teaching. 
A Nazarite is a person full of hair, full of submission. With him there are a submissive spirit, standing, atmosphere, and intention. If you are such a person, there will be a great blessing for you and for your future. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 70-71) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Judges, msgs. 1, 4, 8; Life-study of Numbers, msgs. 8, 10; CWWN, vol. 38, chs. 52, 67 
Corporate Reading of “The History of God in His Union with Man” Chapter 8 – Sections: Having Destined Him to Live a Struggling Life All His Days; Struggling from His Mother’s Womb to Be the Firstborn; Struggling to Receive the Blessing of the Firstborn; Forced to Leave His Parents and Go to His Uncle Laban 

Wednesday  10/13
Related Verses
[bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317414][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507214][bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040814][bookmark: _Hlk75994841][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Phil. 2:8
8 And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.
Eph. 5:22
22  Wives, be subject to your own husbands as to the Lord; 
Phil 2:3-4
3 Doing nothing by way of selfish ambition nor by way of vainglory, but in lowliness of mind considering one another more excellent than yourselves; 
4 Not regarding each his own virtues, but each the virtues of others also. 
1 Peter 3:4-5
4 But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is very costly in the sight of God. 
5 For in this manner formerly the holy women also, who hoped in God, adorned themselves, being subject to their own husbands, 
Heb. 5:8-9
8 Even though He was a Son, learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 
9 And having been perfected, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 
Rom. 5:19
19 For just as through the disobedience of one man the many were constituted sinners, so also through the obedience of the One the many will be constituted righteous. 

Related Reading
Ephesians 5 first exhorts the wife. Verse 24 is directed at the sisters, and verse 25 is directed at the brothers....Verse 24 says, “Let the wives be subject to their husbands in everything.” If a sister wants to be married and she comes to me and asks, “Should I marry a certain person?” I will surely answer, “Can you be subject to him?” If you cannot be subject to him, you are not qualified to marry him. You can only marry him if you can submit to him. If you have never intended to submit to him in your heart, you should not be his wife and should not marry him....Marrying a person means that you are willing to offer yourself up and say, “I am willing to submit.” (CWWN, vol. 38, p. 525) 
---
The first function of the sisters is to be submissive. This does not involve the doing of any kind of work, but it is a real function. Being submissive is much greater than any kind of doing. If the sisters are submissive, they are doing the greatest thing in the world. This is the greatest function on the side of the sisters. 
First Corinthians 11:3 says, “Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ.” In this verse we can see the divine order. However, in the entire world today, in every country, in all the schools, and in all the homes, what we see is not order and submission but rebellion upon rebellion. The entire world is rebellious toward God. The world is like a stormy ocean full of the winds of rebellion. In the church the situation should not be like this. The church is God’s chosen vessel to bear a testimony to the universe that is absolutely different from the world. The church is sanctified, separated from the course of the world and from the current of the age. As the church we are not in the flow of the world but in the flow of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1). In the local churches as the local expressions of the Body of Christ, there should be genuine submission. 
To be submissive requires the supply of life, the enjoyment of grace, the working of the cross, and the denial of the self. We should never try to be submissive by our self. We should consecrate ourselves to the Lord not to do a work for the Lord but simply to be submissive. If the sisters take care of this one matter of being submissive, the church will be strengthened, enriched, and renewed. If the sisters in a local church are submissive, the church will be strong, living, rich, and prevailing. It is much more prevailing for the sisters to be submissive than for them to do any kind of work. This is the first lesson the sisters need to learn. This does not mean that there is no need for the sisters to fellowship with the church, but the sisters must know that their position and standing are to be submissive. (CWWL, 1968, vol. 1, pp. 83-85) 
Salvation not only brings joy; it also brings submission. If a man is only for joy, his experiences will not be abundant. Only submissive ones will experience the fullness of salvation. Otherwise, we change the nature of salvation. We need to be submissive, even as the Lord was submissive. The Lord became the source of our salvation through obedience. God saved us with the hope that we would submit to His will. When one meets God’s authority, submission is a simple matter, and knowing God’s will is also a simple matter, because the Lord, who was submissive throughout His life, has already given us His life of submission. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” p. 146) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1968, vol. 1, pp. 83-86; CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 5 
Corporate Reading of “The History of God in His Union with Man” Chapter 8 – Sections: Suffering Loneliness and Homelessness in the Journey to His Uncle; Arriving at His Uncle Laban’s Home by Suffering a Long, Lonely Journey

Thursday  10/14
Related Verses
Judg. 5:7
7 The villages ceased to act; They ceased in Israel; Until I, Deborah, rose up; Until I rose up as a mother in Israel. 
Rom. 16:13, 1-2
[bookmark: __DdeLink__364_75835748623][bookmark: __DdeLink__1049_305524439023][bookmark: __DdeLink__959_220514668223][bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040823][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507223][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317423][bookmark: __DdeLink__2105_352742899923]13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother as well as mine.   
1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a deaconess of the church which is in Cenchrea, 
2 That you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints and assist her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been the patroness of many, of myself as well. 
1 Cor. 2:2
2 For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and this One crucified. 

2 Cor. 5:14-16
14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; 
15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has been raised. 
16 So then we, from now on, know no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him so no longer. 
Ps. 71:18
18 So even into my old age and greyheadedness, O God, do not forsake me, Until I have declared Your strength Unto the next generation, Your might unto everyone who is to come. 
Ps. 145:4
4 One generation will laud Your works to another, And they will declare Your mighty acts. 
 
Related Reading
The emphasis in Romans 16 is on the sisters, not the brothers, and there is mention of a mother but no mention of a father....“I commend to you Phoebe our sister” [v. 1], not a sister in the flesh....We do not have a verse to tell us the names of Paul’s mother and father in the flesh. The mother in verse 13 is a mother in the flesh in relation to Rufus, but more important, she is a mother not in the flesh in relation to Paul. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, p. 47) 
--
The New Testament tells us that Paul had at least two sons, one named Timothy and the second named Titus, but these were not his sons in the flesh. Paul uses a very intimate expression to call them sons: “...genuine child in faith,” and “...genuine child” (1 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4)....The New Testament tells us very little about the direct flesh relatives of the apostles....Peter did tell us that he had a son named Mark: “ Mark my son” (1 Pet. 5:13). Surely Mark was not Peter’s son in the flesh....Peter was Mark’s father, not his father in the flesh but his father in the spirit, his father in the common faith. 
According to the record in John 19, when the Lord Jesus was suffering during His crucifixion, He looked at His mother in the flesh. At that time four sisters were standing by the cross, watching how the Lord was being crucified. Mary was there, and her sister, and another two sisters also named Mary. Mary’s sister was the mother of James and John, so James and John were the cousins of Jesus. Near the end of His crucifixion, the Lord Jesus looked at His mother in the flesh, and in a sense it was as if He said to her, “Mother, don’t behold Me, but behold your son.” At the same time He said to His cousin John, “Behold, your mother” (vv. 25-27). 
The Gospel of John is a book on life, not on the natural life but on the transferred and transformed life. To fulfill his purpose John gives us a record to show how the life of the believers of Christ could be transferred by the cross of Jesus and by His resurrection. If you look at the cross of Jesus, you will be transferred. The word of the Lord Jesus to John and to His mother was a word to show us that His life-imparting, life-releasing death transfers people’s lives. 
Originally, John was not Mary’s son, and Mary was not John’s mother. But because of the crucifixion of Jesus, Mary, the mother of Jesus, became the mother of John. John, who was the son of Mary’s sister, became Mary’s son. This is not a story of adoption, and it does not mean that the Lord Jesus was like a judge to carry out the adoption as they all stood by the cross....According to the life in the flesh, John was Mary’s nephew, and Mary was John’s aunt. But by looking at the cross, they received another life....In this second life the nephew becomes a real son, and the aunt becomes a real mother. 
To have the practical church life to the uttermost, in the local church there should be some real sisters and some real mothers. [Recently] it was my burden to share with you that you need to be a serving sister, but now I am burdened to share with you that you need to be a mother. As long as there is a shortage of sisters like Phoebe among us, the church life is not practical. Yet the serving of that sister is at the beginning of Romans 16, in the first verse. When the church life in practicality reaches a peak, in every church there should be some real mothers. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 47-50) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 45-46 (also in the booklet The Serving Sisters in the Church Life), pp. 47-55 (also in the booklet The Loving Mothers in the Church Life) 
Corporate Reading of “The History of God in His Union with Man” Chapter 8 – Sections: Marrying Four Wives and Begetting Eleven Sons; Endeavoring to Become Rich by Deceiving His Uncle Laban

Friday  10/5
[bookmark: __DdeLink__394_1604229600]Related Verses   
[bookmark: __DdeLink__526_137766650737][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]John 19:26-27
26 Then Jesus, seeing His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing by, said to His mother, Woman, behold, your son. 
27 Then He said to the disciple, Behold, your mother. And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
John 3:6
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Isa. 66:12-13
12 For thus says Jehovah, I now am extending to her Peace like a river, And the glory of the nations Like an overflowing stream; And you will nurse, you will be carried on the hip, And you will be bounced on the knees. 
13 As one whom his mother comforts, So will I comfort you; And you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 
Gal. 2:20
20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
1 Pet. 1:22
22 Since you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned brotherly love, love one another from a pure heart fervently, 
1 Cor. 13:4-7
4 Love suffers long. Love is kind; it is not jealous. Love does not brag and is not puffed up; 
5 It does not behave unbecomingly and does not seek its own things; it is not provoked and does not take account of evil; 
6 It does not rejoice because of unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
7 It covers all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 


Related Reading
In his training in 1948 Brother Nee told the saints, especially the sisters, that they should be a mother to another young saint. Many sisters could each take care of two or three children in the spirit. 
For the most part, children do not like to respect the word of their own parents, especially when they become teenagers. But if I would take your children as my children, they would respect my word. If my children have some problems, they would not open themselves to me. But if you would take them as your children, they would open up their whole being to you. Although they would not take anything that I would say to them, they would receive whatever you would say. There are many problems with the parents and the teenagers. Very few teenagers would be submissive and obedient. Yet even the troublesome ones would be happy to listen to someone other than their own parents. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 50-51) 
---
We all need a second birth, and we all need a second mother. If you sisters would pick up the burden by looking at the cross, getting yourself transferred in life, and take some young ones of junior-high age to be your children, within five years there will be a revival in the church. The best way is to have a life transfer by looking at the cross. You need to bring a young one to the cross to look at the crucified Jesus. He will say, “Look at your mother. This is your mother.” And He will say to you, “Look at your son. This is your son,” or, “This is your daughter.” 
All the sisters of all ages need to be a mother to someone else. Taking care of a child will cause you to grow and to be mature. In the natural life the best way for the young ones to mature is for them to have two children. Even more, to pick up some younger ones as your children in the spirit will cause you to grow. 
However, to take care of some in this way is a big test. If your natural life has not been crossed out, has never had a transfer, this practice will become a snare. You will fall into the natural love and be trapped by the fleshly emotion. Such a practice will work only by a life transfer through the cross. 
In the church life we need the real sisters and the real brothers, and especially we need the real mothers. All the sisters need to be encouraged to take care of some children in the spirit. This is not a matter that can be assigned to the sisters, but there is the need for you to pick up the burden. 
The matter of being a mother will bring in many lessons, and it will put you on the real test in every way. You will see how you love yourself more than others, how you care only for yourself. All these things will be tested and exposed. Without this testing, you could never realize how selfish you are and how much you are in yourself. 
It is not adequate to be a brother or a sister in a general way. All the sisters need to be serving sisters, and whether or not we have children, we all need to be the mothers. This is the best way to receive the blessing, the growth, the spirituality, and the real enjoyment of the Lord. 
If you would pick up a child and take care of that child, right away you will become very practical. No one else can help you so much to stay away from your natural disposition. Such a child will take you from the earth to the third heaven. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 51, 53-54) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msgs. 2-3; CWWL, 1981, vol. 2, “The History and Revelation of the Lord’s Recovery,” chs. 6, 8 
Corporate Reading of “The History of God in His Union with Man” Chapter 9 – Sections: Working On Isaac And Jacob With Joseph (2); Outline
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040831][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507231][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317431]  
Saturday  10/16
Related Verses
[bookmark: _Hlk84189932][bookmark: __DdeLink__364_75835748629]Judg. 5:15-16, 31 
15 And the princes in Issachar were with Deborah; And Issachar was true to Barak; Into the valley they were sent behind him. Among the divisions of Reuben There were great resolutions in heart. 
16 Why did you sit among the sheepfolds Listening to the pipings for the flocks? In the divisions of Reuben There were great searchings of heart. 
31 May all Your enemies so perish, O Jehovah. But may those who love Him be like the sun When it rises in its might. And the land had rest forty years. 
Prov. 4:18
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, Which shines brighter and brighter until the full day. 
Luke 1:78-79
78 Because of the merciful compassions of our God, in which the rising sun will visit us from on high, 
79 To shine upon those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
2 Cor. 5:14-15
[bookmark: __DdeLink__364_75835748643]14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; 
15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has been raised. 
Rom. 14:7-8
7 For none of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself; 
8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord, and whether we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore whether we live or we die, we are the Lord's. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__1049_305524439029][bookmark: __DdeLink__959_220514668229][bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040829][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507229][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317429]   
Related Reading
[In Judges 5:31], for the sun to rise in its might means that it shines brightly, brilliantly, and gloriously. We need the searchings, the resolutions, and the rising up to shine like the sun. If all the churches would be like this, they surely would enjoy the victory. May all the dear saints in the Lord’s recovery have great searchings and make great resolutions, and may they all, by loving the Lord, rise up like the sun to shine brightly. (Life-study of Judges, p. 17) 
---
The Bible says that among God’s people there were great resolutions in heart, and there were also great searchings of heart (Judg. 5:15-16). For whom did they have great resolutions and great searchings? A person of aspiration, though he lives on the earth, always turns his heart to the Lord. We should have great resolutions in heart and great searchings of heart toward God. May all the young people, starting from today, be willing to have great resolutions and great searchings of heart. To have a great resolve is to make a firm decision, and to have a great searching is to devise a plan. This is not just to have a resolve but to have a great resolve, and not just to make a plan but to make a great plan. May today be the day that you have a great resolve and make a great plan. 
Some may ask, “What is the purpose of having a great resolve and a great searching?” It is to live for God on the earth. The meaning of these three words living for God is quite broad. In brief, it means to receive God as your life for your entire life. God will lead you to live on the earth for Him. In other words, God will lead you to express Him on this earth by going to every place, every country, and every nation to testify on His behalf and to lead people to know Him. 
I rarely have dreams when I sleep, but I had a dream one night. In the dream I held a cane in my hand and was walking peacefully until I came to a place with a steep, crooked downward slope with four steps. I went down the slope step by step, leaning on my cane, and suddenly a German shepherd dog threw itself on me. The German shepherd was the same color as that of the uniform of the Japanese military police....I was not wounded, and in an instant the dog went away. Suddenly, when I looked ahead, there was a broad highway very straight and stretching on boundlessly, and the sun had just risen from the east. My heart then felt free and released, and seeing the broad highway, the rising sun, and the boundless, bright horizon, I strode fearlessly onward. This was my dream. 
Through the dream the Lord told me, “Be at peace. You are not under the hand of the Japanese.”...I knew that the Lord still wanted me to remain on the earth, because there was a broad highway ahead, and I could just keep going on. 
The past forty years that we have gone through proves that the dream has been fulfilled, and now we are still on this broad highway. At this point in time we particularly need young people to rise up and serve the Lord full time. There is nothing more glorious than serving full time. Consider this: The gaining of a million dollars cannot compare to the gaining of one soul. If we can spend several years to labor and save several thousand souls through door-knocking, and if they multiply continually, each bringing in new ones and establishing home meetings, and each maturing in life and learning the truth, how worthwhile it will be! This is the new way. This is the broad highway, the rising sun, and the boundless future. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “A Blessed Human Life,” pp. 502, 531, 535) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “A Blessed Human Life,” chs. 3, 6; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” ch. 16 

Hymns, #942
	1
	God’s Kingdom on the earth is now

	 
	His sovereign government within;

	 
	’Tis Christ Himself in us to live

	 
	As Lord and King to rule and reign.

	2
	His life with His authority

	 
	Enthrones Him now within our hearts

	 
	To govern all our words and deeds

	 
	And regulate our inward parts.

	3
	The Lord enthroned within our hearts

	 
	His Kingdom doth establish there,

	 
	Assuring His full right to reign

	 
	And for God’s purpose to prepare.

	4
	’Tis by His reign within our hearts

	 
	That life to us He e’er supplies;

	 
	When taking Him as Lord and King,

	 
	His wealth our being satisfies.

	5
	’Tis by His ruling from within

	 
	His fulness vast is testified;

	 
	’Tis when His inner kingdom rules

	 
	His Body’s blessed and edified.

	6
	’Tis by His heav’nly rule within

	 
	As heav’nly citizens we live;

	 
	’Tis by submission to His rule

	 
	Expression of His reign we give.

	7
	Here in this heav’nly realm we live,

	 
	And with this heav’nly pow’r possessed

	 
	We walk and fight in heav’nly light

	 
	Until the Kingdom’s manifest.
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Related Verses
Phil. 2:5-7, 12-16
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
6 Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a treasure to be grasped, 
7 But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men; 
12 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and reasonings 
15 That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine as luminaries in the world, 
16 Holding forth the word of life, so that I may have a boast in the day of Christ that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__1049_305524439058][bookmark: __DdeLink__959_220514668258][bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040859][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507259][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317459]   
Further Reading
The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 265
Life-study of Judges, msgs. 1, 4, 8
Life-study of Malachi, msgs. 2-3
CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” chp. 5
CWWL,1975-1976, vol. 1, pp.45-55
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