Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 2
Morning Watch                                          The Two Evils of God’s People and God’s Faithfulness in Fulfilling His Economy                               Oct. 19- Oct. 25 2020
Monday 10/19
Related Verses
Jer. 2:13
13 For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew out for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, Which hold no water. 
Exo. 17:6
6 I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
John 7:37-39
37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water. 
39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
John 19:34
34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water. 
1 Cor. 10:3-4
3 And all ate the same spiritual food, 
4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
Phil 3:12-14
12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward. 

Suggested Reading
The entire Bible, including the book of Jeremiah, was written for God's economy. My burden in this life-study of Jeremiah is that you would see what the Lord has shown me from the Word concerning God's economy. If you see this vision, your life will be affected, and the Lord's recovery will be enriched. 
In Jeremiah 2:13 we have God's word to Israel, the elect of Jehovah, concerning two evils which they have committed.
God's intention in His economy is to be the fountain, the source, of living waters to satisfy His chosen people for their enjoyment. (Life-study of Jeremiah, p. 17)
-----
God's economy is to dispense Himself as the living water to produce His increase, His enlargement, to be His expression.
This thought is strengthened by Paul's writings. For example, 1 Corinthians 12:13 says, "In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body..and were all given to drink one Spirit." To be baptized in the Spirit is to get into the Spirit and to be lost in Him; to drink the Spirit is to take the Spirit in and to have our being saturated with Him. In 1 Corinthians 10:3 and 4 Paul, using the Old Testament types, speaks not only of drinking but also of eating. "All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ." The spiritual food refers to manna (Exo. 16:14-18), typifying Christ as our daily life supply; the spiritual drink refers to the living water that flowed out of the cleft rock (Exo. 17:6), typifying the Spirit, who flowed out of the crucified and resurrected Christ as our all-inclusive drink. Our drinking of God as the living water is for the church as His increase; our drinking is for the producing of His enlargement, His fullness, for His expression. (Life-study of Jeremiah, p. 18)
The water flowing out of the smitten rock typifies the Spirit (John 7:37-39). Through incarnation Christ came to the earth as a rock. On the cross He was smitten by the authority of God’s righteous law to accomplish God’s redemption. His side was pierced, and living water flowed out for God’s people to drink (John 19:34 and note). This living water is the water of life in resurrection, the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit as the ultimate issue of the Triune God (1 Cor. 15:45; see note 391 in John 7). The source of the water of life is the throne of God and of the Lamb — the redeeming God (Rev. 22:1). Hence, the water of life is the Triune God flowing out to be our life. The flow of the living water began from the throne in eternity, continued through the incarnation, human living, and crucifixion of Christ (John 4:10, 14; 19:34), and now flows on in resurrection to supply God’s people with all the riches of the divine life (Rev. 22:1-2). When we identify ourselves with the smitten Christ, the divine life as the living water flows out of us (John 7:38). The flowing of the water of life in resurrection is for the building up of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13) and the preparation of the bride of Christ (Rev. 19:7), both of which will consummate in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:9-10; cf. Eph. 5:23, 28-30).
To drink of the water of life, we first need to be positioned to drink (1 Cor. 12:13), and we also need to be thirsty (John 7:37; Rev. 21:6). Then we need to come to the Lord (John 7:37; Rev. 22:17), to ask of the Lord (John 4:10), to believe in the Lord (John 7:38), and to call on the name of the Lord (Isa. 12:3-4; Acts 2:21). (Exo. 17:6, footnote 3)
Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 3, Day 1 Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” Chapter 7 – Sections: Working And Enjoying; Three Specific Experiences A Christian Should Pursue (paragraphs 1-3)

Tuesday  10/20
Related Verses
Rev. 22:1, 17
1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 
Rev. 21:6
6 And He said to me, They have come to pass. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life freely. 
Psa. 36:8-9
8 They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures. 
9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040812][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507212][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317412]   
Rev. 7:17
17 For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and guide them to springs of waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
1 Cor. 12:13
13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 
Isa. 12:3-4
3 Therefore you will draw water with rejoicing From the springs of salvation, 
4 And you will say in that day, Give thanks to Jehovah; call upon His name! Make His deeds known among the peoples; Remind them that His name is exalted. 

Suggested Reading
The water which came out of the rock [in Exodus 17:6] is the water of life in resurrection. Resurrection denotes something which has been put to death and which is alive again. It also denotes life which springs forth out of something that has passed through death. 
Because the water of life is in resurrection, it is victorious and triumphant. It transcends every negative thing. When we drink this water, we become people in resurrection and of resurrection.
Let us now look at three pictures portrayed in the Scriptures: the smitten rock with water flowing out of it, Christ on the cross with blood and water flowing from His pierced side, and God on the throne, out of which flows the river of water of life. These pictures do not signify three different kinds of waters, one flowing out of the rock, another flowing out of the body of Jesus, and still another flowing out of the throne of God. No, the water in these pictures refers to the one water.
The flowing of the living water began from the throne. Before the rock was smitten and before Christ was crucified, the living water was already flowing from the throne. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 488, 491-492)
-----
The life-giving Spirit as the water of life flows out of God on the throne (Rev. 22:1). On the one hand, the One sitting on the throne is God; on the other hand, the water of life proceeding out of the throne is also God. The water which flows from God on the throne brings God’s authority. When we drink of this water, we receive authority as well as power. We are subdued by the living water flowing within us.
The living water flowing from God’s throne [also] conveys to us the riches of the divine life. This is indicated by the fact that the tree of life grows in the water of life (Rev. 22:2). Because the riches of the divine life are carried in the flow of the living water, we receive these riches whenever we drink this water.
The Spirit flows through the smitten Christ, through the Christ typified by the cleft rock (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4). This flowing includes Christ’s humanity, human living, and death. We cannot taste, experience, or enjoy the Lord’s humanity except by the flowing of the living water within us. The more we drink this water, the more we experience and enjoy Christ’s humanity, human living, and death.
The Spirit as the water of life flows in resurrection with the power of Christ’s resurrection (Phil. 3:10), with Christ’s ascension, and with Christ’s enthronement, comprising glorification, lordship, and headship. Although it is difficult to explain, all this becomes our experience by drinking of the living water. We can testify that we have tasted Christ’s resurrection, ascension, and enthronement.
The flowing of the water of life in resurrection is for the formation of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). Because we all drink of the same Spirit, we can be one Body. Drinking of the one Spirit in resurrection makes us members of the Body and builds us up as the Body.
The flowing of the living water in resurrection is also for the preparation of the bride of Christ. According to Revelation 22:17, the Spirit and the bride sound forth the call to come and drink of the water of life. The bride is prepared by drinking. The water which the bride drinks is the Spirit. By drinking the Spirit, the bride becomes one with the Spirit….If we drink of the living water day by day, the Body of Christ will be built up, and the bride of Christ will be prepared. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 495-497)
Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 3, Day 2

Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” Chapter 7 – Sections: Three Specific Experiences A Christian Should Pursue (paragraphs 4-7)
Wednesday  10/21
Related Verses
John 4:13-14
13 Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again, 
14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water gushing up into eternal life. 
Jer. 2:11, 13
11 Has a nation ever exchanged its gods, Even though they are no gods? But My people have exchanged their glory For that which does not benefit them. 
13 For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew out for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, Which hold no water. 
Rom. 1:23
23 And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and reptiles. 
1 Cor. 10:7, 14
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040824][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507224][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317424]7 Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play." 
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
Isa. 55:1-2
1 Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, And you who have no money; Come, buy and eat; Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And the result of your labor for what does not satisfy? Hear Me attentively, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in fatness. 
John 6:27
27 Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which abides unto eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you; for Him has the Father, even God, sealed. 
Eccl. 2:11
11 Then I turned to all the works that my hands had done and the labor by which I had labored in doing them, and indeed, all was vanity and a chasing after wind; and there was no advantage under the sun. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040820][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507220][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317420]   
Suggested Reading
In Jeremiah 2:13 we see not only something positive—the fountain of living waters—but also something negative—the children of Israel's forsaking this fountain to hew out for themselves broken cisterns, which hold no water. This negative thing indicates that Israel, like Adam in Genesis 3, had become fallen. Adam fell by forsaking the tree of life and turning to another tree—the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Israel fell by forsaking God as the fountain of living waters and turning to a source other than God. 
God was burdened that Israel would drink Him to become His increase as His fullness that they might express Him. Israel should have drunk of God as the fountain of living waters, but instead they committed two evils. The first evil was to forsake God; the second evil was to hew out cisterns as another source. Those cisterns, however, were broken and could hold no water. This indicates that apart from God as the fountain of living waters, nothing can quench our thirst, nothing can satisfy us. Nothing apart from God Himself dispensed into us as living water can make us His increase for His expression. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 18-19)
-----
The first evil of Israel was to forsake Jehovah, the fountain of living waters….In the book of Jeremiah, Jehovah God considers Himself a husband to His beloved elect, Israel, and Israel a wife to Him. Jeremiah 2:1—3:5 may thus be regarded as a conversation between a husband and wife.
"Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says Jehovah: / I remember concerning you the kindness of your youth, / The love of your bridal days, / When you followed after Me in the wilderness, / In a land that was not sown" (2:2). There was a bridal day, a wedding day, for Jehovah and Israel, and Jehovah, the Husband, still remembered that day of love.
"Thus says Jehovah: / What iniquity did your fathers find in Me, / That they have gone far away from Me / And have walked after vanity / And are vain?" (v. 5). The word vanity in this verse refers to idols. Israel walked after vanity, and they themselves became vain; they worshipped idols and as a result they made themselves nothing.
Israel also forgot Jehovah, who brought them up from Egypt through the wilderness of deserts and the shadow of death and brought them into the land of the fruited field (vv. 6-7).
In forsaking Jehovah, the fountain of living waters, God's people were like Jehovah's wife committing fornication with many lovers (3:1). Israel realized that Jehovah was her Husband, but she continued to commit fornication with many lovers, with many idols. Such was the sinful condition of Israel.
Israel's second evil was to hew out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, which hold no water.
The word in 2:13 about cisterns is, of course, a figure of speech portraying Israel's toil in making something to replace God as the fountain of living waters. To hew out a cistern from rock is very hard labor. Then the cistern may become broken. Once a cistern is broken, the water in it leaks out. This is a picture of human labor and enterprise. We may labor to get something for ourselves, but then our "cistern" develops a crack, and we lose whatever we have gained.
Israel chose many idols, which are of no benefit, to replace the unique God, who is their glory (2:11). This is very similar to what is described in Romans 1:23, where Paul speaks of those who "changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and reptiles." (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 39-42)
Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 3, Day 3

Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” Chapter 8 – Sections: Isaac In The New Testament—God's Provisions In Christ; The Inheritance God Has Prepared In Christ; Two Aspects of Grace (paragraphs 1-2)

Thursday  10/22
Related Verses
Isa. 55:7
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the evildoer, his thoughts; And let him return to Jehovah, and He will have compassion on him; And to our God, for He will pardon abundantly. 


Ezek. 14:3, 5
3 Son of man, these men have set their hearts on their idols and have put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I be inquired of at all by them? 
5 That I may lay hold of the house of Israel in their heart, who have become estranged from Me because of all their idols. 
1 John 5:21
21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 
2 Cor. 4:13
13 And having the same spirit of faith according to that which is written, "I believed, therefore I spoke," we also believe, therefore we also speak, 
2 Cor. 6:16
16 And what agreement does the temple of God have with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, even as God said, "I will dwell among them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people." 
Psa. 116:12-13
12 What shall I return to Jehovah For all His benefits toward me? 
13 I will take up the cup of salvation And call upon the name of Jehovah. 
1 Cor.12:3b
3b and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit. 
1 Thes. 1:9
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040829][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507229][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317429]9 For they themselves report concerning us what kind of entrance we had toward you and how you turned to God from the idols to serve a living and true God 

Suggested Reading
The evil condition of the wicked is that they do not come to the Lord to eat and enjoy the Lord. They do many things, but they do not come to contact Him, to take Him, to receive Him, to taste Him, and to enjoy Him. In the sight of God, nothing is more evil than this. Today, we may have a morning revival, come to the meetings, sing hymns, and even pray without contacting the Lord. To do this is to be a hypocrite. (Life-study of Isaiah, p. 200)
An idol in our heart is anything within us that we love more than the Lord and that replaces the Lord in our life (1 John 5:21 and note 3, par. 1). Those who set up idols in their hearts are estranged from the Lord through their idols (v. 5). All who have idols within them yet seek God in an outward way cannot find Him (v. 3; cf. Jer. 29:13). (Ezek. 14:3, footnote 1)
-----
God intended to dispense Himself into man as man's satisfaction that God might be enlarged, but man became unfaithful and unchaste and forsook God for idols. This forsaking of God began in the garden of Eden. Eve, the wife of Adam, was not faithful to God but was seduced by the serpent to turn from God to Satan, symbolized by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Through Eve Adam also was seduced and ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge. In this way man turned away from God to idols. Every branch of the tree of knowledge is an idol. Whatever we possess, and even whatever we are, can be an idol. Israel was evil and unfaithful to God in forsaking God for idols. In the matter of such unfaithfulness to God, we are the same as Israel.
Israel exchanged the reality of God for the falsehood, the vanity, of idols (Jer. 2:5). They "exchanged the truth of God for the lie" (Rom. 1:25a). All idols are vanity; thus, to pursue an idol is to pursue vanity.
Israel worshipped and served the creation rather than the Creator (Rom. 1:25b). They worshipped and served not only the things of God's creation but also the things of their own creation—idols of wood, stone, and metal.
Israel sought the Egyptians' and Assyrians' help (man's help) instead of seeking God's blessing (Jer. 2:17-18, 36; Isa. 31:3). They did not trust in God's blessing but in man's help.
As the wife of Jehovah, Israel forsook her chastity to commit fornication, having a harlot's forehead and refusing to be ashamed (Jer. 2:20, 23-25; 3:1-3).
Israel practiced apostasies rather than keeping her faithfulness (2:19). Apostasy is a matter of leaving the way of God and taking another way to follow things other than God. This is what Israel did.
Israel increased the number of their gods (idols) according to the number of their cities (vv. 27-28). Wherever there was a city, there was an idol.
[According to verse 32], Israel had forgotten Jehovah for days without number, for so many days that they could not be counted. This means that they had forgotten Him for a very long time. In this matter, they were different from the virgin, who could not forget her ornaments, or the bride, who could not forget her attire. This word concerning ornaments and attire indicates that God is our ornament and attire; that is, God is our beautification. 
In punishing them Jehovah did not even give them the showers or the spring rain. He caused the heavens above to be as brass, not giving them any supply. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 27, 42-43)
Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 3, Day 4

Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” Chapter 8 – Sections: Isaac In The New Testament—God's Provisions In Christ; The Inheritance God Has Prepared In Christ; Two Aspects of Grace (paragraphs 3-4)
   
Friday  10/23
Related Verses
[bookmark: __DdeLink__394_1604229600]   
Lam. 3:22-23
22 It is Jehovah's lovingkindness that we are not consumed, For His compassions do not fail; 
23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 
1 Cor. 1:9
9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rev. 1:9
9 I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
Phil. 3:10
10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
1 Thes. 3:2-5
2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and encourage you for the sake of your faith, 
3 That no one would be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed for this. 
4 For even when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we are to be afflicted, even as it also came to pass and you know. 
5 Because of this, when I also could bear it no longer, I sent to find out concerning your faith, lest perhaps the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 
1 Thes. 5:16-18
16 Always rejoice, 
17 Unceasingly pray, 
18 In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Suggested Reading
Although we are unfaithful, God is faithful. [Lam. 3:23]….The chorus of a well-known hymn on God's faithfulness (Hymns, #19) says, "'Great is Thy faithfulness!' 'Great is Thy faithfulness!' / Morning by morning new mercies I see…." We may understand what the Bible says and what this hymn says about God's faithfulness either in a natural way or in a spiritual way….If you understand God's faithfulness in a natural way, you may think that He is faithful primarily in the matter of material provisions or physical blessings….However, in 1 Corinthians 1:9 Paul says, "God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." God is faithful in this matter, but He may not be faithful to provide you a large house or a well-paying job. I would not deny the fact that God is faithful in caring for our welfare. My point is that God's faithfulness is not according to our natural understanding. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 27-28)
-----
Consider the sufferings of the apostle Paul. He was called, commissioned, burdened, and sent by God, but wherever he went he had troubles. For example, as soon as he began to preach Christ, he began to suffer persecution….Does this mean that God was not faithful to Paul? No, it means that God's faithfulness is not according to our natural understanding.
When we believed in the Lord Jesus, we might have expected to have peace and blessing. But instead we might have had many troubles and might have lost our security, our health, or our possessions. When some Christians experience such things, they may question God's faithfulness and ask why He did not prevent hardships from happening to them.
We need to realize that in allowing us to have troubles, God is faithful in His purpose to turn us from idols and bring us back to Himself. Our peace, safety, health, and possessions may become idols to us, and God is faithful to take these things away so that we may drink of Him as the fountain of living waters. If our house or our possessions become idols to us, we drink of them and not of God. God's faithfulness is a matter of dealing with these idols and causing us to drink of Him.
God is faithful in leading us into His economy, and His economy is for us to drink Christ, to eat Christ, to enjoy Christ, to absorb Christ, and to assimilate Christ that God may have His increase with us to fulfill His economy.
Instead of drinking of God as the fountain of living waters, Israel drank of their idols. Therefore, God used the Babylonians to deal with these idols and also to destroy Jerusalem and even the temple, which had become an idol to them. We need to see that we are not better than Israel. Anything can become an idol to us. But God is faithful in fulfilling His economy. In His faithfulness He deals with our idols that we may drink of Him. We all need to drink of God as the fountain of living waters, receiving Christ into us and assimilating Him, so that He may increase for the fulfillment of God's economy to have His expression through His counterpart.
Whereas God is faithful, we are neither faithful nor chaste but go to many other husbands. After failing God, we may receive some mercy and grace and therefore repent and weep….While we are repenting and weeping, God is rejoicing….After repenting, we should begin to drink of the living waters, praising God, giving thanks to Him for everything, and enjoying Him. This is what God wants. God is not interested in anything other than our enjoyment of Christ. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 28-29)

Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 3, Day 5

Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” Chapter 8 – Sections: We in Christ

Saturday  10/24
Related Verses
Lam. 3:22-25
22 It is Jehovah's lovingkindness that we are not consumed, For His compassions do not fail; 
23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 
24 Jehovah is my portion, says my soul; Therefore I hope in Him. 
25 Jehovah is good to those who wait on Him, To the soul that seeks Him. 
Psa. 16:5
5 Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; You maintain my lot. 
Psa. 73:25-26
25 Whom do I have in heaven but You? And besides You there is nothing I desire on earth. 
26 My flesh and my heart fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 
Jer. 23:5-6
5 Indeed, days are coming, Declares Jehovah, When I will raise up to David a righteous Shoot; And He will reign as King and act prudently And will execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
6 In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, Jehovah our righteousness. 
2 Cor. 1:3-4
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort; 
4 Who comforts us in all our affliction that we may be able to comfort those who are in every affliction through the comforting with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
Rom. 15:5
5 Now the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind toward one another according to Christ Jesus, 

Suggested Reading
We may think that because of our failure, we are hopeless. Thus, it is profitable to consider Lamentations 3:22-25….These words were written after the Babylonians had destroyed Jerusalem, burned the temple, and carried away many into captivity….Surely, the people of Israel must have felt that God had given them up and that they were finished. On the one hand, Jeremiah was weeping; on the other hand, he was writing. In his writing he could say that it was of Jehovah's lovingkindness that they were not consumed. He could say that they were still there and that God had not given them up. The princes, the prophets, and the priests had failed, but God's compassions do not fail; rather, they are new every morning. Jeremiah could even declare that Jehovah was his portion and that he hoped in Him, for He is good to those who wait on Him. Why is there hope in Him? There is hope in God because with God there is no disappointment. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 29-30)
-----
At this point we need to see that Israel's failure opened the way for Christ to come in to be their righteousness. The situation is the same with us today. Our failure opens the way for Christ to come in.
Jeremiah 23:5-6 speaks of Christ's coming in. "Behold, days are coming, / Declares Jehovah, / When I will raise up to David a righteous Shoot; / And He will reign as King and act prudently / And will execute judgment and righteousness in the land./...And this is His name by which He will be called, / Jehovah our righteousness." This righteous Shoot is Christ as the descendant of David. The day is coming when all Israel will receive Christ as their righteousness. They forsook Him, but their forsaking of Him has opened the door for Him to come in to be their righteousness. Then they may say, "Lord, we do not have anything that God can recognize as righteousness, but You have come to be our righteousness."
According to the prophecy of Jeremiah, no matter how evil and wicked Israel may be and no matter how often they have forsaken God to hew out broken cisterns for themselves, Israel will be restored. In the restoration of Israel, Christ will be their righteousness, redemption, and life (31:33-34), and Christ will be exalted to be their centrality and universality. God will come in to dispense Himself into His elect as the divine life to be their life and life law with its capacity to know God and to live God. Eventually, they, like Paul and the believers in Christ today, will be a new creation.
If we fail God today, we should not be disappointed. God has a way to deal with us. He has a way to cause us to mature and then to bring us into the New Jerusalem. If we are overcomers, we will enjoy the reward in the millennium. If we are defeated, we will suffer punishment in the millennium, but eventually we will be matured and enter into the New Jerusalem. Some Christians may love the world today, but sooner or later God will come in to take away the "toy" of the world, and they will repent. Then He may say, "Child, you don't need to repent anymore. Simply take Christ in and rejoice with Me."
There is no need for us to worry about our situation. God is patient, sympathetic, and compassionate, and He will take the time to make us mature. Every believer, whether presently weak or strong, will be in the New Jerusalem, and everyone there will be mature. Whether we seek God diligently or only a little, God has a way to make Christ our righteousness, our redemption, our life, our life law, and our life capacity so that we can be matured. Every real believer in Christ will reach maturity and be in the New Jerusalem. Thus, we should not be dismayed or discouraged. Rather, we should be encouraged. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 30-31)

Further Reading: HWMR Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations – Week 3, Day 6

Hymns, #19

1
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!

2
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

3
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!



Lord’s Day  10/25
Related Verses
John 4:10, 23-24, 28-29
10 Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is who says to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040854][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507254][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317454]   
23 But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. 
24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness. 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040855][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507255][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317455]   
28 Then the woman left her waterpot and went away into the city, and said to the people, 
29 Come, see a man who told me all that I have done. Is this not the Christ? 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040856][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507256][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317456]   
Eph. 3:9-10, 16-19 
9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 
[bookmark: __DdeLink__664_155423040857][bookmark: __DdeLink__217_30609507257][bookmark: __DdeLink__710_329979317457]   
16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are 
19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God. 
  
Further Reading
Life-Study Exodus,  msg. 40
Life-Study of Jeremiah,  msgs. 3, 4, 6
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